Cutaneous microcirculatory reaction to externally and internally applied cold caloric stimuli and its habituation.
The skin microcirculatory reaction to internally and externally applied cold stimuli and its habituation were studied in 10 subjects. Stimuli were applied, via drinking and injecting water (5 degrees C) through a probe into the stomach, and by immersing one foot in water (5 degrees C) 10 times, and the reaction was measured by a LDF. Results showed a decrease in the microcirculation after external stimulation, while no reaction was detected in response to internal stimulations. Repetitive stimulations evoke slow habituation.